MARSHAL   NET
inexperience of those brave boys served me better than
the trained courage of veterans. The French infantry
can never be too young/
So much for steel and musket; but a few thousand
more horses might have enabled them to cut off the enemy
from their present strong position, on the high ground
to the east of Dresden. And while Napoleon folio-wed
this line of march Ney proceeded to Torgau on the Elbe,
as a possible threat to Berlin while yet keeping in touch
with the concentration.
But beyond this move was another design which, if
properly executed, would have brought the Allies face
to face with disaster. For while the Grand Army ad-
vanced straight on Bautzen, Ney was to execute a mock
drive towards Berlin, then fall from the north-west on
the right flank of the enemy, gain their rear, and so bar
them from the one road of retreat. His 3rd Corps,
strengthened by the addition of the 5 th, was well on the
march by May iyth, while three days later Napoleon
struck in front of the massed armies.
This action, preparatory to the grand move, lasted till
sundown. Ney's part was a minor one. He attacked
the Russians at Klix, gained the village, and planted foot
on the far side of the river, from whence he could turn
the Allied right and cut off their retirement next day.
And at this point a general outline of the plans might
well be repeated, for apart from their intended influence
on the war their failure set in relief a certain change
which, from now onward, characterized the conduct and
command of the Grand Army.
With Oudinot and Macdonald advancing on the left,
and Soult in the centre, Ney was to carry his line as far
as Preistitz by eleven o'clock. This would bring him
well to the right-rear of the enemy, after -which a further
move on Hochkirch (marked by its church tower rising
above the hilly background), would lead to the almost
total extinction of the Tsarist and Prussian armies. But
while Ney, in the observance and carrying out of orders,
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